University of South Carolina

Scholar Commons
December

2011

12-1-2011

The Daily Gamecock, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2011
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2011_dec

Recommended Citation
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media, "The Daily Gamecock, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1,
2011" (2011). December. 2.
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2011_dec/2

This Newspaper is brought to you by the 2011 at Scholar Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in
December by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more information, please contact
digres@mailbox.sc.edu.

dailygamecock.com
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA

VOL. 107, NO. 70 ● SINCE 1908

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2011

University considers online college Nursing dean
‘Palmetto College’ would
meld current, new classes
into four-year programs
Josh Dawsey

JDAWSEY@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC has long competed
a g a i n s t t he C ol le g e of
Charleston and Clemson
for potential students.
Now, the state’s flagship
school wants to fight for a
different clientele: students
more likely to consider the

University of Phoenix or
Strayer University.
A n i n-dept h proposal
— currently under
considerat ion by t he
university’s administration
a nd board of t r ustees
— wou ld deepen t he
u n i v e r s it y ’s v i r t u a l
education offerings, create
n e w m aj o r s a n d b o o s t
conferred deg rees. I n
essence, Palmetto College
USC , a s it is c u r rent ly
dubbed, wou ld create a
virtual university complete

w it h a new c h a ncel lor,
a sepa rate ad m issions
s y stem a nd some new
faculty members. Palmetto
College would link current
of fer i ng s, coupled w it h
ne w c l a s s e s c re at e d b y
USC, into four-year degree
programs.
Palmetto College would
specifically target adults
who a re juggl i ng work
and parenting, technical
college graduates, placebound residents or firstt i me col lege fa m i l ies,

according to Huron.
H e r e’s h o w it w o u ld
work:
Students would achieve
their fi rst 60 hours at one
o f U S C ’s c a m p u s e s o r
another technical college.
These st udent s would
then affiliate with one of
the regional campuses for
st udent suppor t , spor t s
tickets, laboratory courses
and more. Some classes
could be taken on campus,
PALMETTO ● 3

Service honors
HRSM dean emeritus,
former Elon coach
Thad Moore

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

F

a m i l y, f r i e n d s ,
former players and
colleagues gathered
at t he G r e e n l aw n
Funeral Home Wednesday
afternoon to celebrate the
life of Harry “Sid” Varney, a
man as tough as he was caring
and as competitive as he was
compassionate.
Varney, dean emeritus of
USC’s College of Hospitality,
Retail and Sport Management,
died Friday at the age of 83.
Members of the Elon football
team he coached from 1953
to 1959 shared stories of how
Varney impacted their lives.
His toughness was evident
in one particularly bad loss
during Sonny Martin’s college
career.
“We played at Mississippi
Sout hern my sen ior year
at Elon, and we got beat
30-something to nothing, but
six or eight players got hurt
on the kickoff,” the former
football player recalled. “The
bus went to the hospital to
pick these players up. [The
driver] rolls in, stops the bus,
and very bravely he gets up
and says, ‘Coach, I’ll go in and
get them.’ Coach says: ‘Blow
the damn horn.’”
But t hat i ntensit y also
changed the lives of those
around him.
M a r t i n a lso recou nted
a story he was told by Bob
Nelson , who studied with
Varney at Duke University

Andrew Askins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Bob Stauffenberg, a former player on Sid Varney’s football team, speaks at his memorial service.
as the two pursued Ph.D.s in
education.
The t wo, along w it h a
few ot her st udent s , met
for lunch every month at a
Durham S&W Cafeteria to
talk about their coursework
and help each other out. At
one such meal about two years
into the program, one man

in the group announced that
he could no longer afford
the tuition and he would be
dropping out.
Varney’s response?
In the middle of a packed
restaurant, said Martin: “Sid
Varney dove across the table,
jerked this guy up by his coat
and he said, ‘You need to get

your a-- out of education! We
don’t need a damn quitter;
t hat’s what’s w rong w it h
educat ion today! No one
wants to fight for kids that
don’t have a chance. If you’re
going to be in education,
you’ve got to be prepared and
VARNEY ● 2

Senate passes bill to provide legal services
Initiative would increase student
activity fee by $3 next fall
Ryan Quinn

RQUINN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Student Senate voted Wednesday
to increase t he St udent Act iv it y
Fee from $80 to $83 to fund a new
st udent leg a l ser v ic e s prog r a m
beginning Fall 2012.
The bill must still be signed by
Student Body President Joe Wright
and USC President Harris Pastides
and be approved by t he board of
trustees. The $112,400 service would
hire an attorney and paralegal who
could give st udents legal adv ice,
review leases and other contracts and
provide various other services. The
exact services offered will depend on

Thursday
60°

32°

Friday
64°

36°

the expertise of the hired attorney.
Legal ser v ices will not include
representation in court, criminal
l it igat ion, cases aga i nst t he
u n iver sit y, d r i n k i ng v iolat ion s,
parking violations, cases involving
traffic law or several other issues, but
the attorney would be able to refer
students to local lawyers.
Chase Mizzell , SG Chairman of
the Student Ser vices Committee,
a nd Ken ny Trac y, SG Secretar y
of Student Services , proposed the
service. Now that the bill is passed
by t he Senate, M izz el l sa id h is
committee will organize a group to
analyze exactly what services the plan
will or will not be able to provide.
“We’re not fi nished,” Mizzell said.
“It’s still developing.”
LEGAL ● 4
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Chase Mizzell, chairman of SG’s Student
Services Committee, proposed the bill.

to step down
after 7 years
Committee formed
to select replacement
Ryan Quinn

RQUINN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC will begin advertising
its search for a new dean of the
College of Nursing following
current Dean Peggy Hewlett’s
decision to step down earlier this
year.
Hewlett said her decision to
leave her posit ion before t he
start of the next academic year
af ter rough ly seven yea rs as
dean was a personal one. She
intends to take a sabbatical of
indeterminate length and return
to t he college as a professor,
preferably to teach graduate level
leadership development courses.
“It feels wonder f u l. I have
loved being a nurse from the
beginning, and
I think the true
beauty of being
a nurse is that
you c a n work
u nt i l you no
longer want to
and you’re not
rest ricted to
HEWLETT doing one thing
your ent ire
career,” Hewlett said. “This is
just the next chapter, and I am
excited to see what comes next.”
In October, Provost Michael
A m i r id is created a sea rch
committee for a dean chaired by
Tom McNally, dean of libraries.
The committee intends to name
a new dean by the start of the
next academic year. It has yet to
begin reaching out to individuals
for the position.
“This is a key posit ion not
just for the universit y but for
our community and our state,”
McNally said. “Nurses are just
very important to the fabric of
our society, and health care is
just so important on so many
different levels.”
He w le t t c a me t o US C t o
b e c ome de a n a nd profe s s or
i n 20 05 a f t er n i ne y e a r s at
t he Universit y of M ississippi
Med ic a l Center School of
Nu r s i n g. T he r e , s he w a s a
p r o f e s s o r, d i r e c t o r o f t h e
doctorate program and associate
dean for research. She has been
involved in nursing instruction
since 1975 and has done nursing
consulting work since 1989. Her
work is frequently published ,
and she has received numerous
grants and awards.
During the past decade, the
number of undergraduates in
t he C ol lege of Nu r si ng h a s
doubled. She sees her biggest
accomplishment as growing the
college in spite of the economic
downturn.
“We’ve maintained excellent
national scores on our national
boards, we’ve maintained our
national accreditation and we’ve
continued to grow and improve
the quality and effectiveness of
our programs,” Hewlett said.
But Hewlett said continuing to
grow the college was one of the
biggest challenges facing the new
dean. If she had the money today,
she would like to hire another 10
to 12 faculty members, grow the
undergraduate program by 75
to 100 students and grow the
graduate program by 50.
“I think the challenges facing
all nursing schools right now
is t he cont inued shor tage of
NURSING ● 2

The Mix Tape

GOP candidates flawed

HBC proud of 2011

From donating to
holiday charities to
wearing tacky sweaters, there are tons
of ways to spread
cheer.
See page 7

Columnist Scott Horn
questions whether
the 2012 Republican
candidates are what
conservatives are
looking for.
See page 6

Steve Spurrier praised
USC during his call-in
show Wednesday for
its achievements over
the course of the year.

See page 12

2

Thursday, December 1, 2011

Blackboard upgrade to change interface, add features
System will also be hosted
on company’s servers
Amanda Coyne

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

W h i le st udent s a re home for
Winter Break, Blackboard will be
out from Dec. 17 until Dec. 21 so
University Technology Services can
upgrade it from the software’s eighth
version, currently in use, to version
9.1.
“The faculty have been asking for
an upgrade for a while and version 9.1
has been available for about a year,
but we have not been in the position
to take Blackboard down until now,”
said Helen Epting, UTS’s Director of
Public Relations and Development.
An email giving a brief overview
of the changes was recently sent to
all students, but the majority of the
changes will be for feat ures t hat
students don’t use.

“Most of the changes will be things
that the faculty will be able to take
advantage of,” Epting said. “They’ll
be doing announcements differently,
there’s a new lesson plan tool, and
the grade center will be updated.
Students won’t interact much with
the new features, but they’ll defi nitely
benefit from the tools the faculty will
have.”
T he new tools w i l l a lso a l low
faculty to “build more content” and
assign textbooks directly through
Blackboard instead of VIP.
The biggest change for students
will be Blackboard’s appearance.
“The inter face is what w ill be
most different for students,” Epting
said. “The previous one was several
years old, but version 9.1 is the latest
update.”
Sl ight layout cha nges, t he
incorporation of the USC logo and
t he addit ion of new tools are all
included in the new interface.

loestrin: $15
pay less for birth control
RUGHU©UH½OOV©online
use your carolina card
park in a reserved space
visit the campus pharmacy
thomson student health center
www.sa.sc.edu/shs 803.777.4890

“The look and feel is much more
up-to-date, and faculty will be able to
easily add more interesting content
like YouTube, Flickr, and Slideshare
using the new mashup tool,” said
Chris Brown, director of Teaching
and Technology Services . “Faculty
will have options for grading using
better evaluative tools like rubrics
and anonymous grading. Students
will be able to see the rubrics to know
exactly what is required for each
aspect of an assignment.”
UTS has been hosting Blackboard
9.1 training sessions since Nov. 1
and will be doing so through early
January. A ll are welcome to these
sessions, which explain the various
changes to the system.
“Bot h fac u lt y a nd st udent s
have come, a nd we go over a nd
demonstrate all of the new features,”
says Epting. “We go into each tool
and show what exactly is different
from version to version.”

NURSING ● Cont. from 1
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nursing faculty across
t h e c o u n t r y ,” s h e
s a id . “ We j u s t h ave
insuf f icient numbers
of facult y to address
t he ma ny qua l if ied
st udent s who wa nt
to come into nursing
programs. We have a
shortage of nurses in
t he work force, a nd
we could admit more
students if we had more
faculty.”
Amiridis also
touted the growth of
t he c ol le g e a nd t he
creation of the nursing
practitioner program.
He also said the college
n e e d s m o r e f a c u lt y
member s, e spec ia l ly
tenure-track, and wants
to see more progress in
research activities.

willing to do that.’”
That man, Martin went on, would
go on to earn his Ph.D. and become the
superintendent of Wilmington, N.C.’s
school system.
Varney, who was honored with
the Order of the Palmetto and an
induction into the Elon College Sports
Hall of Fame, certainly believed in the
value of education, and he dedicated
much of his career to that passion at the
university.
Varney served as the director of
USC’s Florence campus — now Francis
Marion University — in 1968 and 1969
before serving as the Dean of Applied
Professional Sciences from 1972 until
his retirement in 1994.
During his tenure at USC’s College
of Applied Professional Sciences (later
renamed the College of Hospitality,
Retail and Sport Management), Varney
is credited with improving internship
o p p or t u n it ie s , ac c e pt i n g mor e
international students and adding to
the college’s offerings.
It’s also fitting that his efforts as
Elon’s head football coach gave his
players the opportunity not only to
achieve athletic success but also to

Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com

Though UTS has seen a relatively
successful semester with Blackboard,
mostly free from the unexpected
outages it had last year, officials hope
this upgrade and hosting Blackboard
on the company’s servers instead of
USC’s will prevent system crashes.
USC will transition to Blackboard’s
servers by Jan. 1.
“There were some issues last spring
when it wasn’t stable so we had to take
it down and work on it,” says Epting.
“The transition [to version 9.1] was
already in the works, so we decided
that it was better for Blackboard to
host our site. They host 850 other
schools’, it’s more efficient fi nancially
and personnel-wise and t hey can
recover f rom any k ind of outage
much quicker because they have so
many machines.”
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

attend the college through scholarships.
Bob Stauffenberg , several other
players who spoke, was the first person
in his family to go to school — and for
that, he thanked Varney.
“I was born and raised in the hard
coal region of Pennsylvania, and that
is where Coach Varney found me,” he
said, adding that his younger brother,
three of his children and five nephews
had since earned college degrees. “ ...
The only way I know to express my
gratitude to Coach Varney is to know
in my heart that none of that would
have been possible without his doing
what he did for me.”
That legacy continues to this day, as
students in the College of Hospitality,
Retail and Sport Management still
benefit from Varney’s memory; the
Harr y E. and Carmen S. Varney
Endowment Fund has raised over
$100,000 for scholarships and an award
that each year honors a professor in the
college.
Varney is sur v ived by his wife
Carmen, two sons, Dean and Kim, his
brother, five grandchildren and one
great-granddaughter.
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
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but most wou ld be
virtual. These classes
wou ld be in areas
like criminal just ice,
hospitality and retail,
a mong ot hers. T hey
wou ld b e t au g ht b y
eit her a new fac u lt y
memb er or e x i s t i n g
f a c u lt y m e m b e r s at
regional campuses.
“I believe t his w ill
be profitable, but that’s
not why we’re doi ng
it,” said USC President
Harris Pastides. “We
a re g raduat i ng too
ma ny people w it h
associate’s degrees that
don’t go on.”
The plan was created
by The Huron Group,
a pr ivate consu lt i ng
fi rm, for $247,500. The
p l a n i s d e s i g ne d t o
bring in more tuition
dol la rs a nd st udent s

‘Tis The Season
To Be Jolly
with

Freedom C hecking
No minimum
balance

Free online
statements

No per check fees Free online banking
No monthly
maintenance fees

Free mobile &
text message banking*

Open An Account Today!

while not significantly
d r iv i ng up cost s. It s
a n n o u n c e m e nt a l s o
comes as USC officials
say t hey can not take
i n more st udent s;
capacity is already met
in classroom buildings
and dormitories around
campus.
Huron officials and
USC ad m i n ist rator s
say the program could
be profitable on its own
within five years. The
university would need
to enroll between 175
and 300 st udents for
the program to break
even or ear n money,
Huron said.
“We believe you have
t h e o p p o r t u n it y t o
reach further in South
C a rol i n a ,” s a id B en
Kennedy, a consultant
w i t h H u r o n . “ We
b el ie ve t he de m a nd
is there, and that the

histor y of success in
many of the things you
do position you well.”
T he p r o g r a m’s
in it ial star t-up cost s
wou ld be $1.5 to $2
m ill ion for cou rse
development . T hose
co st s wou ld at lea st
partially replicate every
f i v e y e a r s — w h ic h
Huron says is the “life
of a course.” Fut ure
costs would originate
f rom salar y fees a nd
program development.
Hu ron say s much of
t he co st s w i l l come
f rom fac u lt y, but by
using “less expensive
r e g i o n a l f a c u l t y,
USC ca n m i n im ize
operating costs which
enables it to offer very
competitive prices to
Palmetto students.”
Officials point to a
lack of infrastructure
for t he new cla s se s ,

which could lead to a
long term cash cow if
t he prog ram became
successful.
The university plans
to d i rec t ly comp ete
with online providers
— like Kaplan
Un i v e r s it y, S t r a y e r
Un i v e r s it y a n d t h e
University of Phoenix.
A cost analysis
completed by Huron
i nd icates USC ca n
offer 60 credit hours
or the final two years
of a four-year degree,
cheaper than any other
state alternative. USC’s
would cost $20,085; 60
credit hours at Kaplan
Un iversit y cu rrent ly
costs $27,450.
USC says its primary
competitive advantage
is the prestige of a USC
deg ree, compared to
another online degree.
The program would be
the fi rst program of its
sort or extent in South
Carolina.
The universit y will
tout this new initiative
as a qualit y proposal
that links asynchronous
lear n i ng w it h t he
Un iver sit y of Sout h
Carolina’s curriculum.
Off icials plan to
accredit the programs
through already
established four-year
instit utions. Pastides
said establishing a new
col lege cou ld c reate
political problems with
state agencies, but this
current proposal only
f u r t her uses c u r rent
col leges i n a v i r t ua l
manner.

Federally Insured by NCUA

2012 Harden Street

* Standard text messaging rates apply.

(803) 929-7669
Online at

www.allsouth.org
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The vote follows a
su r vey conducted by
St udent Government
during SG Blitz Week
that found 88 percent
of t he 36 4 s t ude nt s
polled supported
increased fees to fund
legal ser v ices. Fif t yt wo percent of t he
st udents inter v iewed
supported an increase
of $3 or higher, while
the rest supported a fee
of $2 or less or no fee
at all.
M izzell said t he
com m it tee ex plored
pro b ono work , l aw
sc ho ol st udent s a nd
other options for free,
legal help, but said the
b enef it of a sk i l led,
c o n s i s t e nt at t o r n e y
wou ld b e wor t h t he
price. Most st udent s
re sponded t hat t hey
wanted help reviewing

leases a nd dea l i ng
w it h landlords at
of f- c a mpu s hou s i n g
complexes, M izzel l
said. An attorney would
be able to build better
working relationships
with such individuals
than constantly cycling
through volunteers.
A number of ot her
SEC universit ies
have st udent leg a l
ser v ices, i nclud i ng
t he u n iver sit ies of
Florida, Kentucky and
Tennessee.
“T he ser v ices w i l l
be extremely similar to
legal services at other
schools,” Mizzell said.
V ic t o r i a B a r k e r,
a t h i rd-yea r m a r i ne

science st udent, said
she wou ld f i nd t he
service more helpful if
it covered more things.
“But if I could just go
to them for legal advice
that would be good,”
Barker said.
Kaitlin Daley, a fi rstyear public relat ions
st udent , said t he fee
increase was acceptable.
“ I t h i n k i t ’s n o t
bad for such a small
increase to get a great
benefit like that,” Daley
said.

Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/
news

World Aids Day 2011
join learn help
sa.sc.edu/shs/cw/
students/wad

Let’s Get to Zero
0 new infections
0 discrimination
0 deaths

Show your support
Greene St., Nov. 30, 11 am - 2 pm
Celebrate research & activism
Callcott 001, Dec. 1, 5 to 7 pm
Help others
Donate basic hygiene items
to support those living
with HIV/AIDS

5

MEAL PLAN IS BACK
T celebrate
To
celebr
elebrate we are giving away

00

Cu
Cupcakes
Cup
upc
ca
akes
kes at Grand Market Place
k
starting
start
artin
ting at 11
1 a.m.
a
until 12:30 p.m.

Thursday, December 1, 2011

EDITORIAL BOARD

Elected oﬃcials,
free speech clash
in social media

JOSH DAWSEY
Editor-in-Chief

COLIN CAMPBELL

CHLOE GOULD

Managing Editor

The Mix Editor

KEVIN BURKE

JEREMY AARON

Asst. Viewpoints Editor

Asst. Photo Editor

CHRIS BROWN

RYAN VELASQUEZ

Design Director

First amendment rights
protect political Tweet

Asst. Sports Editor

USC online college must
maintain high standard
The university seems to be looking to
expand in two directions; attempting to
move into both higher and lower echelons
of higher educat ion. The lower bound
proposal, Palmetto College USC, aligns the
university to compete with a variety of online
universities.
Comparable
prog rams include
“We must
Un iversit y,
caution the KStaplan
rayer Universit y,
possibility
and the University of
Phoen i x , none of
of brand
which have the name
dilution
recognition that USC
should the brings to the table.
W h i le we applaud
program
t h e u n i v e r s i t y ’s
be lax in
outreach to students
substance.” who cannot attend a
traditional college, we
must also caution the possibility of brand
dilution should the program be too lax in
substance.
If it’s going to have the USC name on it,
Palmetto College must maintain a high degree
of educational integrity — this is crucial to
ensuring the university’s brand and image
don’t get dragged through the mud. While
at fi rst glance this appears contradictory to
the university’s plan to increase academic
standards, if executed properly, the program
can be a valuable, profitable extension for
USC.
We want Palmetto College USC to compete
with the likes of University of Phoenix, but we
don’t want it to be another run-of-the-mill
online program.
Should the program remain a break-even
or profitable venture for USC, we’re all in.
We agree that there’s a subset of students
in South Carolina that the universit y’s
current offerings don’t serve. And as long as
the program is properly run, it could be an
excellent way to boost revenue without raising
tuition or increasing class sizes — a dilemma
the university has struggled to answer. If it can
accomplish these goals without diluting the
value of our traditional USC degrees, we see
no reason why the university shouldn’t move
forward and implement Palmetto USC into
the Gamecock community.

6

Republican Party candidates ﬂawed
2012 GOP hopefuls’ pasts,
gaffes border on comedy
The Republican Party is putting
on a real show w it h its slate of
candidates. It reads like a “Who’s
Who of People Who Should Not
Run for Office.”
The current f ront r u n ner is a
man who was virtually run out of
Washington by his own party after
a series of ethics violations and
shady tax dealings.
A party claiming to be dedicated
to preser ving family
v a lue s i s c u r r e nt l y
support ing a man
who has been married
three times, is
k now n to h ave h ad
se ver a l a f f a i r s (one
Scott Horn while at tempt ing to
prosecute President
First-year
political science
Clinton for the same)
student
and is alleged to have
served his first wife with divorce
papers while she lay in a hospital
bed with cancer.
His predecessor as frontrunner
is the former CEO of a pizza chain
generally known for making awful
pizza. This is a man who quoted the
theme song of a Pokemon movie
a nd at t r ibuted t he quote to a n
“inspirational poet.”
His current claim to fame is an
ever-increasing lineup of women
whom he paid off despite insisting
he never actually sexually harassed
them.
Before that, the frontrunner was
a caricature of the party’s previous
president, a man who wants to be
president despite the fact that he
can’t even hold up to the pressure

of a debate. This is a man who
can’t remember the voting age, the
federal departments he wants to
cut or the fact that lobbyists aren’t
supposed to be regulators.
Before him, the hottest candidate
was a woman who advertised the
fact that she was from the same
hometown as an infamous serial
killer, gave the founding fathers
c re d it f or e nd i n g s l a ver y a nd
declared herself submissive to her
husband. That husband, by t he
way, believes that he can “cure”
homosexuality through prayer and
repression.
Meanwhile, consistent ly
chugging along at or near the top
of the pack is a man whose best
chance to win is to simply sit back
and watch his opponents implode.
The biggest obstacle to his victory
is his own past; his entire campaign
h a s b e e n s p e nt r u n n i n g aw a y
from everything he supported as
governor.
Still in the race, though at the
back of t he pack, is a man who
so a ngered gay r ight s act iv ist s
t hat t hey launched a successf ul
campaign to use Google to defi ne
his name as a sexual term.
Of course, t he t wo men w it h
t he most consistent and ardent
fol lower s a re rou nd ly ig nored
by party bosses and media alike.
Though one of these two would be
much more likely to carry moderate
votes, they are non-factors in the
primary.
Is this what Republicans want
from their candidate? Or is this,
in fact, a joke being played on the
American people?
If it’s the latter, I congratulate the
Republicans on a successful troll.

W hat star ted as a nor mal
high school field trip for Kansas
teenager Emma Sullivan turned
into a fight for free speech and
raised questions about social
media’s influential role in politics.
Sullivan was
visiting the Kansas
state Capitol
when she jokingly
tweeted to her 65
f ol lowe r s ab out
Kansas Gov. Sam
Chelsey
Brownback, saying
Seidel
“Just made mean
Fourth-year
comments at gov.
journalism
brownback and told
student
him he sucked, in
person #heblowsalot.”
The governor’s director of
communication, Sherriene JonesSontag, prowled the internet
a nd f ou nd t h i s Brow nb ac k
bad-mouthing.
Apparently, this small insult,
t weeted by a n 18 -yea r- old,
was enough of a threat to the
governor’s reputation that JonesSontag took immediate action and
informed Youth in Government,
the program sponsoring the field
trip, of the blasphemous remarks.
Sullivan was called to t he
principal’s office and asked to
write an apology letter, a scolding
that was revoked but nevertheless
unnecessary in the first place.
Brownback currently holds a
52% disapproval rating in Kansas
so it’s not surprising his level of
paranoia is heightened. But as a
conservative governor, it surprises
me t hat h is staf f reacted so
vehemently to a normal exercise
of free speech.
Voicing opinions on the actions
of elected officials is inherent in
the First Amendment, a sentiment
that didn’t exist in Kansas.
E v e n t u a l l y, B r o w n b a c k
conceded and issued an apology
claiming he was sorry and saying
his staff overreacted. Politicians
should not be so consumed with
social media or else it will lead to
more embarrassing overreactions.

Bad university planning inhibits student participation
Important university events see poor
attendance due to scheduling choices
With recent events like the Ring Ceremony
and the Student Ticketing Forum taking place on
campus, the importance of up-to-date locations
and times is increasing.
But w it h more event s tak ing place as t he
semester draws to an end, the University seems
to struggle to decide reasonable times for events.
Due to poor planning and scheduling, students
are consistently missing out on traditions and
processes that make up an important aspect of
their college life.
The Ring Ceremony took place Tuesday at
2 p.m. and had been scheduled for months in
advance. Many students were probably excited
and anxious to receive their ring, a symbol of
their achievement in college.

I had ordered a ring and was looking forward
to the ceremony, which I presumed would be
on a Saturday or Sunday, probably Dec. 3, since
there would be no football game or classes that
day. However, the reality of the situation was that
the ceremony was scheduled on a Tuesday in the
middle of the day.
The time of the ceremony, 2 p.m.,
is the exact time that classes start on
Tuesday, making students choose
between an academic honor or an
academic commitment that allowed
them to earn that ring.
In addition to conf licting with
Matthew
student schedules, the university put
Brewer
parents between a rock and a hard
Third-year
place, forcing them to try to get a
chemistry
day off of work in the middle of the
student
week.
A nother instance in which the
university could have planned better was with

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p o i nt s p a g e i s t o s t i m u l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected
to provide logical arguments to back
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and g uest columns
shou ld be subm it ted v ia e-ma i l
to gamecockeditor@sc.edu. Letters
must be 200 to 300 words in length

the Ticket Forum. The attendance of the forum,
which was around 25 students, was not surprising,
since a majority of students probably had late
classes, labs or study sessions for approaching
fi nals.
T h i s t i me w a s a l s o not c o n v e n ie nt f o r
commuting students, who were probably long
gone by 5 p.m. on a Tuesday. The universit y
should have attempted to schedule a better time
or hold two sessions, allowing more students to
attend and let their voices be heard.
I do understand that it’s impossible to come
up with a time and place to please everyone, but
when forums and ceremonies should be packed
with student and are not, that’s a problem.
Officials should attempt to schedule important
events at more reasonable t imes so st udents
can take part and also fulfill their scholastic
obligations.

and include the author’s name, year in
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
colu m ns. Colu m n ist s shou ld keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Da ily G amecock a nd must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let
us know about it. Email sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and we will
print the correction in our next issue.

The Daily Gamecock is the editorially independent student newspaper of
the University of South Carolina. It is published daily during the fall and
spring semesters and nine times during the summer with the exception of
university holidays and exam periods. Opinions expressed in The Daily
Gamecock are those of the editors or author and not those of the University
of South Carolina.
The Board of Student Publications and Communications is the publisher
of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student Media is the
newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock is supported in
part by student-activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies
may be purchased for $1 each from the Department of Student Media.
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Erin Shaw
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It can sometimes be hard to feel festive in college during the holiday
season. We have final exams to study for, papers to write and gifts to buy
on a sometimes-tight budget. We are far removed from our childhood days
of waiting up for Santa and yet not caught up in it with kids of our own.
It is important that we try to find a way to manage the stress of the
season while maintaining a sense of wonder and gratitude at such a
special time of year. To be truly content, we must find ways to balance
what we desire with what we have.
So here are five ways to tap into your inner “Buddy the Elf” and get in
the Christmas spirit:

1. Donate to a Christmas charity
Whether it be Angel Tree, Operation Christmas Child or Toys for Tots, there
are tons of ways to bring Christmas cheer to children and families in need. Think
of the excitement you could hardly contain as you waited to open your presents on
Christmas morning. But what if you had no presents? Even small donations bring
joy to the less fortunate kids out there, and contributing will bring you some joy,
too.
Online donations to organizations like Oxfam can help buy alternative gifts
like chickens, water filters and plants for some of the world’s most impoverished
families. Even a small $15 donation can improve conditions for a whole community.

Courtesy of allmoviephoto.com

2. Watch ABC Family’s “25 Days of Christmas”
Most of the programming is cheesy and predictable, and you’ve probably seen
most of them half a dozen times, but don’t doubt their ability to fill you with the
warm and fuzzies. When searching for the “true meaning of Christmas,” movies
like “The Year Without A Santa Claus,” “The Polar Express” and “Home Alone
2: Lost in New York” are a must.

3. Send out Christmas cards
It might seem old-fashioned, but mailing cards is a good way to not only remind
yourself of all the people who are important in your life, but to also let them
know you care. Your friends and family, your blissfully quiet neighbors and that
professor who wrote you a killer recommendation letter are all worthy recipients
of a little holiday cheer. Bonus points for hand-making the cards.

Courtesy of samaritanspurse.org

4. Put up a tree
No, you don’t have to strap a 10 foot pine to the roof of your car and then
try to squeeze it into the nonexistent space in your dorm or apartment. Make
an alternative Christmas tree out of cardboard and make ornaments with your
friends or roomies to decorate it. Another option for making an alternative tree is
to cut out the shape of a tree on a large sheet of construction paper, paste it to your
wall and fill it with random items or holiday knickknacks. It may not be fancy, but
it will add a festive atmosphere to your living space.

5. Wear a tacky Christmas sweater
If you already have one, don’t wait for that Christmas party to break it out —
put it on now! And if you don’t have one, hit up any of the five Goodwill stores
in Columbia and give yourself the gift of tacky, Christmastastic clothing. It will
be impossible not to smile when there’s a giant reindeer face plastered across your
chest with little bells on it. So stylish.

Courtesy of cinemotions.com

Cocktails to debut ‘Another Round’ at winter concert
USC’s female a capella group to release
album today at Russell House Theater
Chloe Gould

CGOULD@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

They’re sugar and spice and everything nice. The
Cocktails — USC’s token female a capella group — will
be hosting their winter concert and album release in the
Russell House Theater tonight at 7:30 p.m.
The show, which will feature a capella performances
of songs from their new album “Another Round” as well
as a few holiday classics, is one of the ladies’ two annual
showcases and will double as the unveiling of their
newly recorded full-length.
“Our set list this year really showcases that our group
is multidimensional. We love performing music that
means something to us ... and our concerts are a way for

our audience to share in that experience,” said fourthyear sociology student Joanna Harrison.
Although the girls will perform an old favorite,
“Numb” by Linkin Park, they will also showcase new
arrangements from “Another Round” like Florence +
The Machine’s “Dog Days Are Over” and Maroon 5’s
“Sunday Morning.”
“This concert is going to be particularly special
because all of the songs really tell stories about who
we are as a group,” Harrison said. “We have a few
powerhouse songs that show our strength as women,
some upbeat songs that show our fun and silly side and
a few emotional ballads that we really pour our hearts
into.”
The girls began recording their second album —
their first, “Happy Hour,” was released in 2009 — in
May with The Vocal Company, an up-and-coming a
capella production company.
“The Vocal Company spent countless hours working

on our tracks, adding some flair, mixing the levels and
adding effects,” said fourth-year biology student Laura
Simpson. “And each time, we were able to hear the
mixes and provide feedback, which was really awesome
because it allowed us to be sure we were getting the
product we wanted.”
After two days of recording in May, four days in
August and a trip to The Vocal Company studio in
Greensboro, N.C., Benjy Rose from B:COMPLEX
Creative — an Atlanta-based marketing and design firm
— helped create the album theme and Dave Sperandio
at diovoce — an a capella vocal production company —
mastered the tracks. But it all came at a big price.
The Cocktails set a fundraising goal of $3,000 for
Dec. 2 to help offset the album’s production costs, and
ended up meeting their mark with four days to spare
after hosting percent nights at Village Idiot , selling
COCKTAILS ● 8
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advertising space and working with
an online fundraising program called
Kickstarter.
And the donations came with perks.
Those who gave $5 towards “Another
Round” received a personal video from
The Cocktails, $50 backers will get copy
of “Happy Hour” and a signed copy of
“Another Round” and $500 supporters
receive a performance “any where,
anytime, a song of their choice arranged
and performed” as well as the two CDs,
Simpson said.
And what goes on behind the scenes?
We hear the polished product on show
night, but there is a lot that goes into
song and solo selection and the mastering
of the vocal percussion.
Each song arranged traces back as
a group favorite or a radio hit, and
although they can’t cover them all, The
Cocktails do take requests.
“ We l ike to rei nvent song s but
understand that sometimes the audience
just wants to hear the song like it’s
played on the radio,” Simpson said. “So
sometimes we just pick a Top 40 that we
have a good soloist for and go with it.”
Each of the girls pick their own
songs to arrange, some tying back to a
deeper connection and others a more

Courtesy of The Cocktails

The Cocktails attend the Sojam a capella concert in Raleigh, N.C. for the third year.
spontaneous act.
“I decided to arrange ‘Tonight,
Tonight’ one day when I was listening
to it on the radio on the way home from
school. I feel like it’s a really fun song and
shows off our extremely goofy side,” said
fourth-year biology student Samantha
Ward.
But in the same chord, some of the
songs are lesser known, or more “alter-

native” hits, that showcase a different
side of the recognizable, like Simpson’s
personal favorites — which will be performed at tonight’s concert — “Gravity”
by Sara Bareilles and “Settle Down” by
Kimbra.
“We are connecting with the songs
more than we ever have before,” said
second-year music education student
Mary Adkins. “Each person has their

own song that they can relate to the
most, but as a group, we can relate to
every part of the set in some way or
another, which gives the audience such
a different experience — when they can
see exactly what you are feeling during a
song and what it means to you.”
Outside the excitement of the winter
concert and album release, The Cocktails
competed as one of six finalists in their
third year at Sojam, a nationwide a capella
competition in Durham, N.C. Although
they didn’t place as first or second in the
Friday night sing-off, the girls were still
overjoyed to have competed for a third
time.
“We left our hearts on the stage
and we were proud and humbled to be
able to perform in such an incredible
competition,” Harrison said.
The Cocktails will be performing at
a conference in Hilton Head as well as a
beach wedding next semester and hope to
attend SingStrong, an a capella festival in
Northern Virginia.
Their winter concert and “Another
Round” release is tonight at 7:30 p.m. in
the Russell House Theater. Tickets are
$3 for students and $5 for non-students.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

‘MUPPETS’ FILM REKINDLES CHILDHOOD MEMORIES
Hurried plot points, character
discrepancies only flaws in latest
installment of classic series
Neal Hughes

NHUGHES@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“The Muppets”
NOW IN THEATERS

B

Director: James Bobin
Starring: Amy Adams, Jason
Segel, Chris Cooper
Rating: PG for some mild
rude humor
There are a few things in this world
that people universally adore: baby
animals, ice cream and the Muppets.
Naturally there are bound to be a
few outliers, but without those social

degenerates we would never have TNT
dramas.
But rational people can all agree
that the Muppets are nothing short of
spectacular, and upon learning about
this latest installment, I approached the
film with the fervor usually reserved for
a frozen pizza or unguarded cookies.
Fortunately, my anticipation was only
matched by my child-like glee once the
film started.
For a children’s movie to be successful
— art ist ically, not commercially,
because God knows all that requires
is 3-D and fart jokes — it needs to
spark a feeling of reconnection with
an otherwise suppressed inner child;
Pixar’s “Toy Story” franchise is the
foremost example of this.
“The Muppets” manages to achieve
this through nostalgia and an appeal that
doesn’t stop at capturing the attention,
but goes deeper with clever humor and
universal themes that engage a much
wider audience.

Courtesy of MCT Campus

Jason Segel stars with Kermit the Frog and Miss Piggy in the latest Muppets film.
The film opens on a cookie-cutter
town that would only exist in a Disney
film (think the opposite of Detroit),
where Gar y ( Jason Segel) and his
Muppet brother Walter (voiced by Peter
Linz) live.
The two are enormous Muppet fans,
bordering on life-devouring obsession,
and when Gary offers Walter a chance
to tag along on his anniversary trip to
L.A. with his girlfriend, Mary (Amy
Adams) , neit her can contain t heir
excitement. However, upon arrival they
learn that the theater is in shambles and
on the verge of being bought out by an
evil oil tycoon named Tex Richman
(Chris Cooper) unless they can raise $10
million.
Not ready to g ive up on t hei r
childhood heroes, Gary, Walter and
Mary round up all the Muppets for one
last show to raise the money.
“The Muppets” works for two reasons;
the first and most essential to the film is
Jason Segel’s performance.
Work i ng w it h pupp et s c a n b e
problematic; it tends to lead to actors
overacting and sounding generally
cheesy. While Segel does fall into this
trap occasionally, his extreme, genuine

enthusiasm bolsters the film.
The second most important factor
of the film are the cameos and “The
Muppets” does a good job of finding
new and emerging stars to include along
with the more tenured and recognizable
celebrities.
Critiquing this film feels a lot like
kicking a kitten, but “The Muppets”
did have some flaws that were too large
to just completely ignore. While the
film does an excellent job of setting up
the primary confl ict, it seems to hurry
through the final act and doesn’t do
certain plot points justice with the
hurried resolutions.
A s a n enor mous fa n of “The
Muppets,” there were times I felt like the
script did compromise the integrity of its
characters (Fozzie Bear being the main
victim) to align with what is considered
popular humor these days.
However, these are some small slights
that will be quickly overlooked in favor
of the irresistible warmth and nostalgia
Kermit and the gang provide throughout
the film.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Good luck
on exams!
If you’re looking for a place to hang out or
study in between finals, come join us in the
Off-Campus Student Lounge. It’s located in
the lower level of the Russell House West Wing (034).
Four computers, flat-screen TV, refrigerator, and
microwave available for use.

Have a safe break.
See you in January!
@UofSCOffCampus
USC Off-Campus Student Services
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OPPORTUNITIES

EMPLOYMENT

Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No
Experience Nec.Training Available.
800-965-6520 Ext253

ADMINISTRATIVE SPECIALIST II
USC SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
DEPT. OF INTERNAL MEDICINE
DIVISION OF GERIATRICS
Provide temporary PT admin
support for the educational
functions of the Division of
Geriatrics, 20-30/hr/wk flexible
M-F daytime hours. Request at
least 1 year of administrative/office
experience; MS Word, Power Point
and Excel required; ability to deal
effectively with the public and
colleagues. $9-$14/hr depending
on experience. Please email
resume to joni.rusnak@uscmed.
sc.edu or call 545-5315 for more
info.
Email joni.rusnak@uscmed.sc.edu

HOUSING
3BD, 2BA one mile to USC, Old
Shandon,fenced yard. 318-0729
Very NICE 2 br/2ba condo with
many upgrades at The Gates at
WB. VERY nice condo for rent
with 2 large bedrooms and 2 full
baths. Located at The Gates at
Williams Brice.Large kitchen with
center island and granite counter
tops. Spacious living area. Balcony
overlooks pool area.Workout
room located onsite. USC Game
Days included. Basic cable also
included. Rental also includes two
covered parking spots near unit.
Gated complex with security on
site. Available Jan. 1.
Email jdcol13@yahoo.com
Jan. rent pd.
1br Olympia Mills 301-706-3106

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days. All prices
include: Round-trip luxury party
cruise. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of 13
resorts. Appalachia Travel. www.
BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018
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LINE AD RATES
1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line

ADDITIONAL INFO
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30
characters

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available
for addt’l cost

Part Time Couriers
Downtown law firm seeks PT
Couriers. Must be able to work
Tuesday and Thursday, 8:30-5:30,
mornings and/or afternoons.
Additional days/hours may open.
Duties include running errands,
metering mail, conference and
break room clean up, answering
phones and other general office
duties. Must have own vehicle
and proof of insurance. Business
casual attire. Competitive salary
w/mileage reimbursement and
paid parking. Forward resume
w/”PT Courier” in the subject line
to colalawfirm@gmail.com. Please
include times available to work.
Email arhodes@ellislawhorne.com

DEADLINE
Noon, 1 business day
prior to publication

Go to www.dailygamecock.com and click on “Classifieds” to place your online &/or print ads. Upload your image(s) & manage your own account in one convenient place!
*FREE ONLINE ADS! Available only to USC students, faculty & staff. Just use your sc.edu email address.
Questions or special requests, call 777-3888 • Office hours: M-F 8:30am- 5pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE
KATEY SLEEVELESS W/ ADAM HAWKINS
6 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $6 in
advance / $8 at the door
The White Mule, 1530 Main St.
SOUL CRIME, BURIED VOICES, FAMOUS
THIEVES
8 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

TODAY
THE COCKTAILS WINTER
CONCERT
7:30 p.m, $3 for students / $5
for non-students
Russell House Ballroom

@thegamecock

TOMORROW
THE JANGLING SPARROW
6 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $6
The White Mule, 1530 Main St.
TUNGUSKA, CAROLYN, VICES
8 p.m., $5 over 21 / $7 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

HOROSCOPES

12/01/11

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Review the logical steps;
define how you’d like it
to play out; and prepare
for that (in private). Roll
out t he p r o mot ion a l
campaign to a receptive
audience.

Keep all channels open,
and good news comes
rolling in. Take advantage
of ease today to push your
agenda forward faster.
An older person offers a
partnership.

Get in touch with family,
and focus on the positive.
T h e r e ’s s o m u c h t o
learn from one another.
Your wits are especially
appreciated (even if you
don’t think so).

Others are saying nice
things about you. Keep
on prov idi ng g reat
service. Put your package
together, and sell it now.
Accept a generous offer.

You c a n d ive i nto a
project now a nd be
extremely productive, but
don’t forget about your
health. Pace yourself so
you don’t lose sleep. It’s a
good time to sell.

Let anot her person
represent you. A n
accompl ice helps you
reach the next level. Use
your imagination, and
epic dreams result. Don’t
let your mind wander far.

Poetry, anyone? If not
with words, then with
actions, as in a slow walk
u nder a g r ay sk y, or
friends and candlelight.
Mix to your own measure.

Listen to d if ferent
perspectives for a wider
view. Do the math to see
the bottom line. When
you have that, you have
power to create. Put what
you want in writing.

Taurus

Gemini

Ta l k le ad s t o
opportunities. You’re a
natural communicator,
and you’re interacting
like a champ today. You’ve
got powerful words to
generate what you want.
Use them.

Cancer

Let a part ner choose
t he color or locat ion.
Reaffirm the passions that
you share. Write down
your inspirations. Create
together.

Virgo

Libra

Scorpio

Go over finances with
an advisor, and get clear
on the big picture. This
prov ides power a nd
freedom. Celebrate with
a delicious meal, for your
efforts.

Capricorn

Aquarius

Pisces

You can accomplish what
you set your mind to with
persistence. Expand your
territory, a little at a time.
Practicality is your guide.

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

S

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
tud
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

12/01/11

1 2 3 4

for 11/30/11

ACROSS
1 Smoldering bit
6 Slip a Mickey
10 It may have all
the answers
14 Stiller’s partner
15 High rollers’
destination
16 Half of 10?
17 Speed skater
Apolo __ Ohno
18 Health enhancer,
so it’s said
20 It “is no problem.
You just have to
live long enough”:
Groucho Marx
22 Pickup facilitator
23 “Friendly skies”
co.
24 __ center
27 PC time meas.
29 Performed, in a
way
32 Band that
performed “Whip
It”
33 Bars in stores
34 1965 NCAA
tennis champ
35 Aaron’s team for
21 seasons
37 Unexpected twist
(and a hint to
what’s hidden
inside 18-, 20-,
51- and 56Across)
40 Make
41 Gloom mate
42 Rural stretch
43 “... two ﬁves for
__?”
44 Skin malady,
perhaps
45 What crews use
46 Expression of
disappointment
47 Bit of code
49 Hair care
purchase
51 “A Moon for the
Misbegotten”
playwright
56 Longshoremen’s
aids
59 Baggy
60 Net reading
61 “Tiger in your
tank” company
62 Ban’s predecessor
at the U.N.
63 Bastes, e.g.
64 Attic

constructions
65 Bridge seats
DOWN
1 Net reading
2 “Writing on the
wall” word
3 Michigan’s
Cereal City
4 Steamy
5 Arrested
6 Bore
7 Bank takeback,
brieﬂy
8 Deprive of juice?
9 Israel’s Meir
10 Pre-Communism
leader
11 Thing to stop on
12 Savings for later
yrs.
13 When repeated
with “oh” in
between, “Wow!”
19 Slippery swimmer
21 Mythical beast, to
locals
24 Epiphanies
25 Score-tying shot
26 Olympics
broadcaster Bob
27 Mideast capital
28 Last lap efforts
30 Spa sounds
31 Indigent
32 Lake creator
34 Interior

Solutions from 11/30/11

decorator’s
concern
35 Juiced
36 Sleep acronym
38 Cooking utensil
39 Dawn goddess
44 French onion
soup topping
45 Numbers after
nine, often
47 Sam & Dave, e.g.
48 Nixon’s ﬁrst veep
50 Union
acquisition?
51 Vandalizes, in a
way

52 Gov’t. train wreck
investigators
53 Those, to Pedro
54 Future atty.’s
hurdle
55 Eye part
56 “CSI: NY” airer
57 Microbrewery buy
58 Altercation
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Ellington to make season debut
Multi-sport athlete set to rejoin
basketball team in tonight’s game
James Kratch

JKRATCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

South Carolina point guard Eric Smith estimated
that the longest he has gone without shooting a
basketball since he started playing the sport was for
two months due to a broken leg.
When Smith started to shoot again, he said it was
challenging.
“It wasn’t like starting over,” he said, “but you got to
get a feel for the basketball again.”
Smith’s roommate Bruce Ellington, the point guardturned-slotback-turned point guard again, didn’t suffer
a broken leg. And he didn’t go quite as long without
touching a basketball. But the Moncks Corner native’s
foray into football did keep him from spending much,
if any, time practicing hoops . So when Ellington
returned to the men’s basketball team Monday with
the regular football season complete, there was some
concern about how easily he would transition back into
the sport.
So far, so good, Smith said, because Ellington didn’t
look anything like how Smith envisions he looked after
a long layoff.
“Bruce, he looked pretty good (shooting),” Smith
said.
That’s a welcome sign for the struggling Gamecocks
as they try to snap a two-game losing streak today
against Providence in a Big East-SEC Challenge
matchup at Colonial Life Arena.
“He’s a really good player,” said forward Lakeem
Jackson , who has been playing point g uard in
Ellington’s absence. “We’re just glad to have him back
on the team.”
Ellington’s teammates were somewhat surprised
Monday when he arrived for a 6 a.m. practice, figuring
he’d begin the process of easing back onto the court at a
more reasonable hour. But, Ellington said, the decision
to get up that early to participate was a foregone
conclusion.
“I told them I made a commitment to playing on the
basketball team after Clemson,” he said. “So, I’m here.”
So, after Ellington caught three receptions for 71
yards, including a 49-yard touchdown reception, in
the Gamecocks’ 34-13 romp over the rival Tigers on
Saturday, he rested Sunday in order to be back on the
hardwood on Monday. In addition to practice time,
he has reviewed a good deal of film with the coaching
staff in order to be caught up to speed on the team’s
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Ellington will make his 2011-12 basketball debut tonight.
plays and defensive alignments. Ellington’s shooting
gets better every day, he said, and his jump stops in the
lane still need a bit of work, but other than that he feels
ready to play against the Friars. Especially since he’s
been forced to watch during USC’s bumpy 2-4 start.
“It’s been tough,” Ellington said. “Just being out
there, not being able to help the team and knowing you
can help the team.”
USC coach Darrin Horn said he has been pleased
with Ellington’s progress so far.
“He’s done well — really. Better than expected just
in terms of transition. It’s a really difficult transition,”
Horn said. “Basketball is a unique sport in terms of the
timing. Especially for a point guard who plays with
speed, but his transition, for two days anyway, has been
good. If you’ve coached him and know him well, you
can see obvious rust.
“At the same time, he’s done a lot of really good
things and you know he’s going to compete and bring
you great athleticism.”
Ellington started in all of USC’s 30 games last
season. He led the team in both minutes (30.9) and
points (12.8) per game and was named to the SEC AllFreshman team. But, at least for the time being, Horn
said he will be coming off the bench.
Ellington said he doesn’t mind the fact he won’t start.
“I’m just here to help the team win,” Ellington said.
“I’ll do whatever coach Horn wants me to do.”
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SPURRIER ● Continued from 12
Sunday at 7 p.m. to reveal USC’s bowl destination.
The 10-2 Gamecocks are considered to be in the
running for three bowl games: the Capital One
Bowl in Orlando, Cotton Bowl in Arlington, Texas,
or the Outback Bowl in Tampa.
The Capital One and Outback Bowls are
scheduled for Jan. 2, while the Cotton Bowl will be
played Jan. 6. Spurrier has said he has no preference.
“This bowl game is probably the most important
since I’ve been here since we can win 11 games.
Whichever one we go to is fine with me. We’re
gonna try like heck to win this game,” Spurrier
said. “When you go 10-2 you’re going to get a
quality opponent. We’ve got a lot to play for and
we’re looking forward to it.”
Chisolm signs with Panthers: Former USC
offensive lineman Garrett Chisolm is now a
Carolina Panther.
The Charleston native signed a free agent
contract with the NFL franchise Wednesday
according to the Charlotte Observer. The team
confirmed the signing on its official Twitter
account, stating that Chisolm will be a member of
the practice squad.
Chisolm, a former walk-on, was signed as an
undrafted free agent by the Miami Dolphins and
went through training camp with the team before
being cut. Chisolm then landed on the Dolphins’
practice squad, but was cut from that as well.
Comments on these stories?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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USC awaits bowl bid
Spurrier pleased with team’s
achievements from 2011 season
Ryan Velasquez

RVELASQUEZ@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

South Carolina won’t be playing for
a chance to become SEC champion this
Saturday in Atlanta, but despite the team
falling short of defending its Eastern
division title, coach Steve Spurrier said
Wednesday there’s plenty to take away from
the 2011 season.
“We’d love to be playing in SEC title,
but now we get to enjoy beating these
teams down the stretch a little bit longer,”
Spurrier said on his weekly call-in show on
107.5 The Game. “After getting our tails
whipped by Auburn last year (in the SEC
Championship) we sort of forgot about all
that. We’re proud of what our guys have
done.
“I think the best accomplishment is going
8-0 against Georgia, Tennessee, Florida and
Clemson the past two seasons,” Spurrier
said. “We were 6-14 combined against those
guys since I’d been here before. We were
competitive, but now we’ve gotten to where
we can win those close games.”
Spurrier said much of Carolina’s success
this season can be credited to the character
and leadership of its players on and off
the field. He said he hopes that mindset
will continue to make a difference as the
Gamecocks begin preparing for their bowl
matchup.
“Travian Robertson , Melvin Ingram ,
Terrence Campbell — all these guys have
been very good leaders,” Spurrier said.
“Alshon Jeffery’s been great too. Even
though the ball hasn’t been his way as much
as we’d hoped, he’s been a great team guy.
“We had some crap going on (before last
year’s bowl game). I don’t think this team
has that. We try to instill discipline, but it’s
up to the guys. Every team’s different. We
coach our butts off to get our guys to play
the best they can. Some years it works out
better when you have quality players like we

have now.”
The Head Ball Coach continued to praise
his team’s performance in last weekend’s
victory over Clemson , singling out the
defense’s performance in particular for
shutting down the Tigers’ high-powered
offense.
“The first eight games of the year those
guys were pretty damn good,” Spurrier said.
“Our guys play better defense in the SEC,
and we’re right behind LSU and Alabama in
defense right now. We’re not like Maryland
or Wake Forest or some of those guys in
the ACC; now that’s not to knock them.
[Clemson] was capable of playing a lot better
but they didn’t have a great game, and we
had a great game.”
Standing out in the victory was the
continued growth of Connor Shaw, who
eclipsed 100 yards rushing for the first time
this season and passed for three touchdowns
for the second straight week.
“He’s a quality player and hasn’t had any
real terrible plays,” Spurrier said. “That
gives you a chance to win when your
quarterback can keep you in there. Connor’s
a good passer, he’s just got to get the ball
out quicker at times. When he starts doing
that, he can become a Heisman Trophy
candidate.”
The Gamecocks face several injuries as
they prepare for the postseason, with Jeffery
and Campbell standing out on the list, but
Spurrier said none are expected to miss the
bowl game.
“Alshon was blocking a guy and hit the
guy’s facemask. They did a simple little
surger y where they insert a plate and
within two or three weeks he should be
OK,” Spurrier said. “(Guards) Campbell,
Ronald Patrick and A.J. Cann all had a boot
on. Terrence fractured a small bone in his
leg, Ronald had a knee sprain and A.J. had
something also. They should be all be fine.”
Bowl reveal coming Sunday: USC
a n nou nced Wed ne sday t hat a pre ss
conference with Spurrier will be held
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Gamecocks aim to bounce back against Providence
Men’s basketball returns home
looking to snap losing streak
Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

After losing both of its games in the
Continental Tire Las Vegas Invitational,
it’s safe to say South Carolina’s men’s
basketball team isn’t pleased with where
it stands nearly three weeks into the
2011-12 season.
As the Gamecocks prepare to play
Providence tonight, they’re not focusing
on the fact that they’re 2-4 and have lost
two straight, but rather on the positive
aspects that they can take from the
losses.
“Obviously, we’re disappointed with
our record,” said coach Darrin Horn.
“But we’re far from discouraged with
this team. We’ve seen some really
positive things happen, especially
individually, and I think the challenge is
going to be that we’re going to continue
to be a work in progress.”
USC will see the return of two-sport
athlete Bruce Ellington this week, who
returned to practice Monday. Ellington
won’t just give the depleted squad an
additional man, but will also help it
function better. Horn still plans to start
Eric Smith at point guard, but said
Ellington will see playing time against
the Friars.
“Obviously, with Bruce being back
you get another guy that is, first of all,
an athletic body,” Horn said. “Losing
Brenton Williams was a huge blow
for us in terms of rotation. [Ellington
provides] another athletic body to score

the basketball and do some athletic
things ... There’s no question about his
talent level and what he’s capable of.
And, of course, I think he brings you
a certain presence and energy because
our guys know what he can do and he
has a certain confidence about him.”
The return of Ellington will also give
Lakeem Jackson a chance to go back
to the wing, as opposed to the point,
where he’d been playing in Ellington’s
absence.
“I think you have to credit Lakeem
Jackson for doing that,” Horn said. “It
was what our team needed at the time
and I thought that he handled it as well
as it could be handled. There were some
really bright spots. There were some
times that he really struggled – probably
because he’s not as comfortable and it
was something that was new for him.
For him to be able to go back to his
more natural slasher position, I think
there will be a comfort level in that.”
Jackson said there have been no talks
between Ellington, Smith and himself
about competition for the point, but
rather just work towards restoring
chemistry. Jackson said he has been
awaiting his return to his natural
position.
“It’s cool,” Jackson said. “I’ve been
waiting to play a little bit of three,
but I like the point. It’s just kind of
fun to get Bruce back and to kind of
work everything back into its natural
position.”
The Gamecocks were also
encouraged by the play they saw out
of R.J. Slawson in Las Vegas, posting
a double-double against then-No. 1
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Forward Lakeem Jackson has shared time at point guard in USC’s first six games.
North Carolina . Though Horn said
Slawson will continue to play from the
bench, he could eventually be moved to
the starting lineup.
“It’s t he same t h ing we tell to
everybody. You’ve got to be a guy that
counts everyday,” Horn said. “R.J.’s
whole focus in making him a good
player is to be active. To be a guy that’s
relentless on the glass and out there
flying around and making stuff happen.
He’s got one of those unique games
with his length and his ability to make
things happen. He can make a few
technical mistakes on offense or defense

and you’ll be frustrated, and you look
down at the stat sheet at the end of the
night — I had no idea he had a doubledouble against North Carolina.”
Though Horn isn’t happy w it h
t he record, he likes t he progress
and maturation he’s seen. For the
Gamecocks, it’s still a work in progress.
“I don’t know that you can make
guys older faster,” Horn said. “You
really can’t do that. You’ve just got to go
through it.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

